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The European Commission’s responses to citizens’ calls in 
the Conference on the Future of Europe

The Conference on the Future of Europe was a unique opportunity for all European 
citizens to debate the future of the Union for the year leading up to 9 May 2022. 

The Conference ended with the presentation of a report including 49 wide-ranging 
proposals to the Presidents of the European Parliament, the Council and the European 
Commission. 

The European Commission has already outlined how 
it will follow up on the proposals within its sphere of 
competence. The points for action have been divided 
into four different categories:

The existing initiatives: e.g. the European Climate Law, 
the circular economy package or the EU global health 
strategy; 

• Those already proposed to the European Parliament 
and the Council: e.g. the New Pact on Migration and 
Asylum; 

• Planned actions which will deliver on reflections 
from the Conference: e.g. the Media Freedom Act; 

• New initiatives inspired by the proposals: e.g. 
issues related to mental health. 

The first new Commission initiatives were announced 
by President von der Leyen in her State of the Union 
address in September.
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Make your voice heard
https://futureu.europa.eu

“The European Union has to continue to deliver on European 
citizens’ expectations. Following the Conference on the Future of 
Europe, their message has been received loud and clear. And now, 
it is time to deliver. The Commission is fully playing its part.”



Make your voice heard

Out of the 43 new initiatives announced in the Work programme for next year, 
35 are either directly or indirectly following up on the Conference proposals.

Revision of food waste 
and textiles aspects of 
the EU waste directive; 
Revision of EU 
legislation on animal 
welfare; greening 
freight package

Setting a sanctions 
framework targeting 
corruption

European critical raw 
materials act

Rights of persons with 
disabilities

Reinforced quality 
framework for 
traineeships

Recognition of 
qualifications of third 
country nationals

Here are a few examples of initiatives:

Building on the success of the Conference on the Future of Europe, citizens’ panels are 
now part of the Commission’s policymaking in certain key areas. 

Citizens’ panels will discuss next year’s initiatives in the areas of “Food Waste”, “Virtual 
Worlds” and “Learning Mobility”. 

The Commission is also developing a new online interactive tool to 
improve citizen engagement with the institution. This tool integrates 
into a one-stop-shop portal that also houses the “Have your say” and 
“European Citizens’ Initiative” websites.

The panel addressing the issue of Food Waste gathers 150 citizens 
representing the diversity of the EU population for its first session on 
16 December in Brussels.
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