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1. Introduction 
 

Hungary is devoted to a constructive debate on the European Union which is also illustrated by 

the outstanding participation of Hungarians in the Conference of the Future of Europe. The 

commitment of Hungary is well reflected by the fact that according to national and European 

statistics, Hungary organised the largest number of events among the EU Member States related 

to the Conference on the Future of Europe, which started in April 2021. More than 800 events 

were organised and registered on the Digital Platform (futureu.europea.eu) by Hungarians, 

which shows a particular investment in the common European reflection.  

 

This report aims to summarise the main activities of Hungary related to the Conference as well 

as to give an overview of the main fields of discussion and proposals formulated during the 

different events organised in the framework of this European initiative. 

 

 

2. Overall activity and mobilisation 
 

The Hungarian preparatory activities regarding the Conference on the Future of Europe started 

even before the official launch of the Conference, already in June 2020. A multitude of events 

on the future of Europe have been and are being still organised on national, regional and local 

level by civil society organisations, governmental bodies and local authorities. 

 
In order to mobilise Hungarian society to participate, the Government, and especially the 

Ministry of Justice, has regularly shared information regarding the Conference through 

traditional and social media. Moreover, participation was encouraged at numerous national and 

international forums among civil society actors, with a special attention to youth organisations 

and universities. The public authorities have also been actively involved in organising national 

and international conferences and roundtable discussions. 

  

As a result, Hungary has been among the most active Member States regarding the volume of 

contributions (events, ideas and comments) to the Digital Platform of the Conference. 

According to the latest Kantar report on the Digital Platform1, the analysis of contributions at 

national level between November 2021 and February 2022 shows that in this last period of the 

Conference Hungary ranked second in terms of volume of contributions (1244), and second as 

well when it comes to the level of contributions per population, with 127.3 contributions per 1 

million inhabitants. For the period April 2021-February 2022, Hungary ranks 6th with 2374 

contributions and second in terms of volume of contributions per million inhabitants. This is a 

remarkable result not only for the size of the country but also in absolute terms. 

 

                                                      
1 

https://futureu.europa.eu/rails/active_storage/blobs/eyJfcmFpbHMiOnsibWVzc2FnZSI6IkJBaHBBcm4rIiwiZXh

wIjpudWxsLCJwdXIiOiJibG9iX2lkIn19--

1ea88b90a6936d6de6f7774d037d12937083f5a2/Kantar%20Report%20March%202022%20Final.en22.pdf  

https://futureu.europa.eu/?locale=hu
https://futureu.europa.eu/rails/active_storage/blobs/eyJfcmFpbHMiOnsibWVzc2FnZSI6IkJBaHBBcm4rIiwiZXhwIjpudWxsLCJwdXIiOiJibG9iX2lkIn19--1ea88b90a6936d6de6f7774d037d12937083f5a2/Kantar%20Report%20March%202022%20Final.en22.pdf
https://futureu.europa.eu/rails/active_storage/blobs/eyJfcmFpbHMiOnsibWVzc2FnZSI6IkJBaHBBcm4rIiwiZXhwIjpudWxsLCJwdXIiOiJibG9iX2lkIn19--1ea88b90a6936d6de6f7774d037d12937083f5a2/Kantar%20Report%20March%202022%20Final.en22.pdf
https://futureu.europa.eu/rails/active_storage/blobs/eyJfcmFpbHMiOnsibWVzc2FnZSI6IkJBaHBBcm4rIiwiZXhwIjpudWxsLCJwdXIiOiJibG9iX2lkIn19--1ea88b90a6936d6de6f7774d037d12937083f5a2/Kantar%20Report%20March%202022%20Final.en22.pdf
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source: Kantar Public 2022. 

 

According to the latest Kantar country-specific report2, since the launch of the Digital Platform, 

a total of 2374 contributions (ideas, comments and events) were registered on the platform from 

Hungary in the period from 19 April 2021 to 20 February 2022. The activity can be broken 

down to 506 ideas, 1064 comments and 804 events. While the volume of Hungarian 

contributions is outstanding in general, it reaches a record level when it comes to the number 

of events. The chart below shows the ranking of Member States based on the statistics provided 

by Kantar. 

 

                                                      
2https://futureu.europa.eu/rails/active_storage/blobs/eyJfcmFpbHMiOnsibWVzc2FnZSI6IkJBaHBBNGNBQVE

9PSIsImV4cCI6bnVsbCwicHVyIjoiYmxvYl9pZCJ9fQ==--

8e7163573de15aeb202baf8250b8b2c344a27f9b/Report%20Kantar%20COFE%20Member%20States_February_

Final_21032022.pdf 

https://futureu.europa.eu/rails/active_storage/blobs/eyJfcmFpbHMiOnsibWVzc2FnZSI6IkJBaHBBNGNBQVE9PSIsImV4cCI6bnVsbCwicHVyIjoiYmxvYl9pZCJ9fQ==--8e7163573de15aeb202baf8250b8b2c344a27f9b/Report%20Kantar%20COFE%20Member%20States_February_Final_21032022.pdf
https://futureu.europa.eu/rails/active_storage/blobs/eyJfcmFpbHMiOnsibWVzc2FnZSI6IkJBaHBBNGNBQVE9PSIsImV4cCI6bnVsbCwicHVyIjoiYmxvYl9pZCJ9fQ==--8e7163573de15aeb202baf8250b8b2c344a27f9b/Report%20Kantar%20COFE%20Member%20States_February_Final_21032022.pdf
https://futureu.europa.eu/rails/active_storage/blobs/eyJfcmFpbHMiOnsibWVzc2FnZSI6IkJBaHBBNGNBQVE9PSIsImV4cCI6bnVsbCwicHVyIjoiYmxvYl9pZCJ9fQ==--8e7163573de15aeb202baf8250b8b2c344a27f9b/Report%20Kantar%20COFE%20Member%20States_February_Final_21032022.pdf
https://futureu.europa.eu/rails/active_storage/blobs/eyJfcmFpbHMiOnsibWVzc2FnZSI6IkJBaHBBNGNBQVE9PSIsImV4cCI6bnVsbCwicHVyIjoiYmxvYl9pZCJ9fQ==--8e7163573de15aeb202baf8250b8b2c344a27f9b/Report%20Kantar%20COFE%20Member%20States_February_Final_21032022.pdf
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3. Institutional flagship events3
 

In Hungary, not only the civil society but also public authorities organised a large number of 

events. The Hungarian flagship events registered in the institutional category of the Digital 

Platform are twofold. On the one hand, a series of roundtable discussions aimed at better 

involving students and youth organisations in the dialogue on the future of Europe. On the other 

hand, Hungary held a series of high-level international conferences organised by several 

ministries with the participation of representatives of Member States, EU commissioners, 

experts, as well as representatives of civil society and the academic world. 

 

                                                      
3 Institutional Flagship Events category was created on the Digital Platform in order to give more visibility to high 

level national events. 
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3.1 Flagship events with youth in their focus 

A series of six round table discussions were organised by the Ministry of Justice with the aim 

to provide young Hungarians the opportunity to get involved in the discussions on the Future 

of Europe, to express their views, ask questions and make recommendations for decision-

makers. 
 

Greener than the Greens - the Hungarian Government's Green Track 

Date: 1st March 2022 

Organiser: Ministry of Justice 

The aim of the event was to engage Hungarian youth associations and student organisations in 

the common reflection on the Future of Europe and to offer them an opportunity to express their 

views and ask questions on the topic of sustainability and green transition to decision-makers.  

Speakers at the event included Judit Varga, Minister of Justice, and László Palkovics, Minister 

of Innovation and Technology, who stressed that sustainable development must be based on 

practical measures. According to them, the green policy of Hungary has proven to be efficient 

and further targets can be achieved through a rational environmental policy. The speakers 

stressed that the EU should follow the “polluter pays” principle and should avoid imposing 

burdens on consumers and families. The ministers highlighted the importance of education on 

circular economy from an early age (see event). 

 

European Year of Youth Conference 

Date: 25th February 2022  

Organiser: Deputy State Secretariat for EU Relations of the Ministry of Justice and the Deputy 

State Secretariat for Youth of the Prime Minister’s Office  

The aim of the conference was to inform young people about the relevant EU policies and 

opportunities available to them in the context of the European Year of Youth, and to provide 

them a platform to voice their questions and insights regarding the Future of Europe. The event 

underlined the importance of fostering children and young people to be the next generation of 

leaders who can take responsibility for their actions, and raised awareness of the importance of 

youth policy and empowerment of young people across Europe. 

 

Essay Competition for Youth in the Context of the Conference on the Future of Europe 

Date: 14th February 2022 

Organiser: Ministry of Justice 

The Ministry of Justice has launched an essay competition for young people on the Future of 

Europe. The competition was open to young Hungarians to encourage critical, scientific, 

professional and forward-looking thinking. The aim of the call for proposals was to get to know 

the opinion of the youth in topics related to the Future of Europe and to incorporate their vision 

into the common European reflection. Applicants were able to choose between two categories: 

they could send in their opinions and analyses under the form of an article of opinion, or the 

form of a longer academic essay. On 14 February 2022, the winning entries were announced 

and presented at a ministerial awards ceremony, followed by an exchange of views with the 

winners. Winning submissions discussed among others the topics of national sovereignty and 

identity, European Citizens' Initiatives, the dilemma of a Europe of nations vs. a federal Europe, 

as well as the freedom of expression and opinion in the digital world (see event). 

 

The Future is in Your Hands 

Date: 17th January 2022 

Organiser: Ministry of Justice 

The discussion took place among Minister of Justice Judit Varga and former European 

Commissioner for Education, Culture, Youth and Sport, Tibor Navracsics. During the 

discussion, it was underlined that the conference on the Future of Europe should not only 

represent the young generation, but also give them the opportunity to make their voice heard 

throughout the process. Younger generations have excellent ideas and views that should be 

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/GreenDeal/f/2/meetings/125896????
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Democracy/f/5/meetings/125830?filter%5Bcategory_id%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bdate%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bmeeting_report%5D=all&filter%5Borigin%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bsearch_text%5D=&filter%5Bstate%5D=&filter%5Btype%5D%5B%5D=&locale=hu&per_page=100
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taken into account. Student organisations, as the main representatives of young generation, 

shared their views on the role of youth in the Conference on the Future Europe (see event).  

 

„(N)ever Closer Union?"- Finding a Balance Between National Sovereignty and European 

Integration 

Date: 29th November 2021 

Organiser: Ministry of Justice 

The roundtable discussion took place among Minister of Justice Judit Varga and former Foreign 

Minister János Martonyi, with the active involvement of young citizens. The roundtable 

discussion outlined several recommendations. It emphasised the need to discuss and respect 

different approaches and political views within the European Union, rather than ideological 

debates. Conservative ideas and values should play an important role in the reform of the 

European Union. The event pointed out that EU institutions should stop engaging in power-

struggles that affect negatively the cooperation between sovereign Member states  (see event). 

 

Keynote Roundtable Discussion on the Challenges of the Present and the Future – 

Opening Event of Roundtables for Youth 

Date: 30th September 2021 

Organiser: Ministry of Justice 

The roundtable discussion took place among Minister of Justice Judit Varga and László 

Trócsányi, Member of the European Parliament, with the active involvement of Hungarian 

youth. At the event, the topics discussed were the challenges of the coronavirus pandemic, EU 

enlargement, possible paradigm shifts, centralisation, and the place of national identity in the 

European Union. The importance of national, cultural and constitutional heritage, as well as the 

concept of diversity were highlighted. The EU can only be united in a legal sense if the Member 

States of Western and Eastern Europe are considered equal (see event). 

 

3.2 High-level flagship international conferences 

Ten high-level key international conferences were organised by ministries on various topics. 

They covered issues such as enlargement, demographic challenge, digitalisation, importance of 

interreligious dialogue and the role of national or linguistic minorities. 

 

Is Enlargement a Key to the Future? 

Date: 6th December 2021 

Organiser: Ministry of Justice 

The first panel of the conference, titled “Credible enlargement perspectives for a stronger 

Europe” began with the opening remarks of Minister of Justice Judit Varga, followed by 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade Péter Szijjártó, Olivér Várhelyi, Commissioner for 

Neighbourhood and Enlargement and Jadranka Joksimović, Minister for Integration of Serbia, 

Slovenian State Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Gašper Dovžan and Andor Deli, 

Member of the European Parliament. During the event ministers, ambassadors, academics and 

many more panellists discussed the topics of credible enlargement perspectives for a stronger 

Europe as well as the historical, political and legal arguments for enlargement. 

Recommendations were made during the roundtable discussion regarding the accession of new 

Member States, competencies to be kept or transferred back to national level, responses to 

migration, accession negotiations with countries of the Western-Balkans and the preference of 

a strong Europe based on strong Member States. It was highlighted that the EU should 

concentrate more energy on issues such as enlargement, where it has a real added value, instead 

of entering ideological debates and intervening in domestic political issues of Member States. 

Participants stressed that the EU should better recognize the efforts of candidate countries, start 

the accession negotiations with Albania and North-Macedonia and further advance with Serbia 

and Montenegro. Enlargement is highly important as the EU can only become stronger, if it 

fully integrates the Western-Balkan (see event). 

 

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Education/f/37/meetings/111244
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Democracy/f/5/meetings/85966?filter%5Bcategory_id%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bdate%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bmeeting_report%5D=all&filter%5Borigin%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bsearch_text%5D=Roundtable+discussion+on+the+different+levels+and+depth+of+European+integration+&filter%5Bstate%5D=&filter%5Btype%5D%5B%5D=
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Democracy/f/5/meetings/85306
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/EUInTheWorld/f/17/meetings/85934
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10 Years of Hungary's Fundamental Law - Roots, Values and Sovereignty 

Date: 16th November 2021 

Organiser: Ministry of Justice 

The 10th anniversary of the Fundamental Law provided a special opportunity to launch a 

discussion not only on the Constitution itself but also on a fundamental issue of European 

integration, which is the interaction between different legal cultures and mechanisms at 

national, European and international level. During the event, distinguished speakers shared their 

views on European constitutional identities and discussed the importance of the principle of 

sovereignty. Among them Judit Varga, Minister of Justice, Gergely Gulyás, Minister for the 

Prime Minister's Office, former EPP vice-president Jaime Mayor Oreja, Prof. Frank Füredi of 

University of Kent and 21st Century Institute and Dr. David Engels, researcher at the Université 

Libre de Bruxelles and Instytut Zachodni. The conference also covered Europe's funding 

Christian values as well as the essential role of families in European society. The main message 

of the presentations was that the constitution of an EU Member State can play a significant role 

in enriching Europe and preserving Christian values, because as Judit Varga, Minister of Justice 

put it, a constitution is about the roots of a state, defining where we come from and where we 

are going, thus embodying our thinking about our sovereignty. As László Trócsányi MEP 

concluded, national constitutions represent stability, while the EU treaties represent integration 

and enlargement. These two views, although different in value, complement each other and 

bring unity to diversity (see event). 

 

Pillars of Modern Age Europe - Coexistence of Religious Communities 

Date: 13th - 15th October 2021 

Organiser:  Prime Minister's Office 

The conference revolved around one of the top priorities of the Hungarian Presidency of the 

Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe which is interreligious dialogue. Among 

panellists there were several Hungarian church leaders representing different religions, Tamás 

Menczer, State Secretary for Communication and Hungary’s International Perception of the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Dr. Gergely Gulyás, Minister of the Prime Minister’s 

Office and several international speakers, e.g. Dr. Daniel Höltgen, Special representative on 

antisemitic, anti-Muslim and other forms of religious intolerance and hate crimes of the Council 

of Europe. The conference was also attended by representatives of various religions (Jewish, 

Christian denominations, Muslims, Hindus and Buddhists) as well as representatives of the 

embassies of Council of Europe Member and Observer States. The discussion focused on 

religious foundations of the values of European civilization. It was highlighted that the 

Hungarian model based on cooperation with religious communities promotes making use of 

ecclesiastical capacities for the benefit of society. Moral challenges of the 21st century were 

discussed and the speakers also drew attention to the issue of religious intolerance (see event). 

 

Budapest Demographic Summit 

Date: 23rd September 2021 

Organiser: Minister for Families 

“Family: The Key to Sustainability” – that was the concept around which the Summit was 

organised with the aim of providing a platform for decision makers, political players, religious 

and civic leaders, economic and media actors, as well as representatives of the academic world 

to think together, discuss the challenges ahead of us and draw up proposals for common 

solutions. Among others, high-level politicians attended the conference: Hungarian Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán, Minister for Families Katalin Novák, Minister of Innovation and 

Technology László Palkovics, President of Serbia Aleksandar Vučić, the Latvian Minister of 

Welfare Gatis Eglītis, Minister of Labor, Social Affairs and the Family of the Slovak Republic 

Milan Krajniak, Prime Minister of Slovenia Janez Janša, Serb Member of the Presidency of 

Bosnia and Herzegovina Milorad Dodik, Former Minister of the Interior of Spain Jaime Mayor 

Oreja, Czech Prime Minister Andrej Babiš, and Former Vice President of the United States 

Mike Pence. The Summit was able to provide a feasible alternative to the pro-migration 

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Democracy/f/5/meetings/85768
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/7/meetings/85143
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approach in a world that is constantly changing and where individual interests are increasingly 

overriding community interests in more and more areas of life. While the ideological attacks 

on family values are increasing, Christian Democrats consider family as the most important 

fundamental unit of communities. The Summit advised that in light of Europe’s demographics, 

it is a common European duty and responsibility to address the demographic challenge, and to 

find efficient, long-term, country- and region-specific solutions. The key to sustainability could 

be the financial and moral strengthening of families, as a sustainable European future can only 

be created by thriving, booming nations built on strong families (see event). 

Stock Taking Event on the “Future of Europe” Conferences Organised by the Ministry 

of Justice and the Ferenc Mádl Institute of Comparative Law 

Date: 21st June 2021 

Organiser: Ministry of Justice 

Hungary has been particularly active regarding the Conference on the Future of Europe which 

is also reflected by the fact that the Ministry of Justice had organised two international 

conferences related to this initiative even before the official launch of the Conference at 

European level. The first event was organised on 25th June 2020 about the expectations of the 

Conference on the Future of Europe with former President of the European Parliament Antonio 

Tajani, Austrian Minister for EU Affairs Karoline Edtstadler and the Secretary of State for EU 

Affairs of Croatia Andreja Metelko-Zgombic. The event also included a second panel 

discussion with civil society actors and experts.  

The second event, co-organised with the Hungarian National Assembly, took place on 21st 

September 2020 with the title: “Dialogue on the future of Europe: how to build a more effective 

and genuinely strong Union?”. The opening speech was delivered by Judit Varga, Minister of 

Justice of Hungary, followed by the keynote address of Dubravka Šuica, Vice-President of the 

European Commission and co-chair of the Executive Board of the Conference on the Future of 

Europe. The speakers included among others Antonio Tajani, former President of the European 

Parliament, Mark Speich, Secretary of State for Federal, European and International Affairs of 

North-Rhine-Westphalia, and Francois-Xavier Bellamy, President of the French Delegation to 

the EPP Group. Participants shared their views on how to build a more effective and genuinely 

strong Union. During the academic panel several professors, for example Bertrand Mathieu, 

Professor at Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne University, Member of the Venice Commission and 

Sven Simon, Professor at Philipps University of Marburg, Member of the European Parliament, 

had a discussion on the role of subsidiarity and Member State’s constitutional identity. The 

experiences of national parliaments in subsidiarity control were summoned by Richárd Hörcsik, 

Chairman of the Committee on European Affairs of the Hungarian National Assembly. 

The purpose of the stock taking event was to summarize the main conclusions of these two 

above mentioned events, organised before April 2021, but already dedicated to the Conference 

on the Future of Europe. Panellists highlighted the importance of strengthening democracy via 

enhancing subsidiarity, and highlighted the respect of national constitutional identities. They 

held various debates about fundamental issues of the European Union, including the balance of 

power, or questions of sovereignty as well as the balanced and diverse participation of citizens 

(see event). 

Dialogue on the Future of Europe: Building a Digital European Union 

Date: 21st June 2021 

Organiser: Ministry of Justice 

The conference, co-organised with the Hungarian National Assembly, consisted of three 

thematic panel discussions. The first panel was titled “Digitalisation and sovereignty: how to 

balance the legitimate interest of both”, the second panel discussed the future of European 

competitiveness, while the third and final panel focused on “Digitalisation and European 

citizens: how to ensure an ethical transition?”. The discussion was opened by the Hungarian 

Minister of Justice, Judit Varga, followed by Mariya Gabriel, Commissioner for Innovation, 

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/7/meetings/85108
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/OtherIdeas/f/7/meetings/85240
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Research, Culture, Education and Youth, Ana Paula Zacarias, representing the Portuguese 

Presidency as Secretary of State for European Affairs, and Director Leonardo Cervera Navas 

from the Secretariat of the European Data Protection Supervisor. Furthermore, the 

parliamentary aspects were highlighted by Erik Bánki, Chair of the Economic Committee of 

the Hungarian National Assembly. In addition to representatives of the public sector, economic 

actors also made contributions during the round tables – among others, Josephine Wood 

(EuroHPC), Erzsébet Fitori (Vodafone), Balázs Nyers (SAP), and Marie-Theres Thiell, 

President of the German-Hungarian Chamber of Industry and Commerce (see event).  

Digital technology and artificial intelligence – New challenges for justice in Europe 

Date: 4th and 5th October 2021 
Organiser: Ministry of Justice 
In the framework of the Hungarian Presidency of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of 

Europe, the Ministry of Justice hosted the conference of Ministers of Justice of the Member 

States and Observer States of the Council of Europe entitled “Digital Technology and Artificial 

Intelligence – New challenges for justice in Europe”. The Covid-19 pandemic highlighted and 

reinforced the importance of digital technologies in ensuring a time-effective and uninterrupted 

access to justice. In many areas of life, basic operational processes and methodologies had to 

be reconsidered and appropriately applied in the online space. The aim of the Conference held 

in Gödöllő was to present and discuss the latest challenges and achievements in the use of e-

devices, artificial intelligence and new effective solutions in the field of justice. In addition, the 

key objective of the conference was to encourage a constructive dialogue among Member States 

on the use of these new technologies in conformity with the European Convention on Human 

Rights. The conference was opened by Marija Pejčinović Burić, Secretary General of the 

Council of Europe and Judit Varga, Minister of Justice of Hungary (see event). 

 

10th Meeting of Speakers of Parliaments of South-eastern European Countries 

Date: 24th September 2021 

Organiser: Hungarian National Assembly 

Continuing the tradition, the Conference of Parliamentary Presidents of South-eastern 

European Countries took place for the tenth time in Budapest, organised by the Hungarian 

National Assembly. The meeting was devoted to the role of the South-eastern European 

Countries in contributing to the future of the EU. The Speakers of the Parliaments of the V4 

countries attended the conference. At the event, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán and Olivér 

Várhelyi, EU Commissioner for Neighbourhood and Enlargement, also shared their views on 

enlargement. According to the main conclusions of the conference, the Western Balkans should 

be considered as an integral part of Europe and the Council should take a strategic decision on 

the EU enlargement process in order to maintain the credibility of the EU (see event). 

 

Official Meeting of Speakers of the Parliaments of the V4 countries 

Date: 23rd September 2021 

Organiser: Hungarian National Assembly 

The Hungarian National Assembly organised an official meeting of the Speakers of Parliaments 

of the Visegrád Group (V4) at the Royal Palace in Visegrád. The Czech Chamber of Deputies 

was represented by Speaker Radek Vondráček, the Czech Senate by President Miloš Vystrčil, 

the Polish Senate by Marshal Tomasz Grodzki, the Polish Sejm by Deputy Marshal Ryszard 

Terlecki and the National Council of the Slovak Republic by Deputy Speaker Gábor Grendel. 

On the issue of the Future of Europe, the speakers stressed that there is a need for strengthening 

the role of national parliaments in EU decision-making. The scope of issues to be decided 

unanimously should be maintained and extended to areas that concern fundamental issues of 

national identity and social structures of Member States. Participants agreed that candidate 

countries need to be involved in the discussions on the future of the European Union (see event). 

 

Meeting of the Forum of Hungarian Representatives of the Carpathian Basin 

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Digital/f/14/meetings/276
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Digital/f/14/meetings/89134
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/EUInTheWorld/f/17/meetings/51151
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/ValuesRights/f/11/meetings/51153
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Date: 15th October 2021 

Organiser: Hungarian National Assembly 

The Forum of Hungarian Representatives of the Carpathian Basin (KMKF), a consultative body 

of elected representatives of the indigenous Hungarian communities living in different 

countries, held its plenary session in Budapest. Its members are delegates from the 

parliamentary groups of the National Assembly and elected representatives from neighbouring 

countries who, with the support of local Hungarian organisations, have won seats in the 

parliamentary, European Parliament or regional assemblies of their respective countries 

through the electoral system. 

The Forum stressed that the Conference on the Future of Europe is an opportunity for dialogue 

on how to harness the power of national identity to strengthen the political stability and 

economic competitiveness of European societies and the European Union. 

The resolution adopted unanimously by the KMKF at its meeting on 15 October 2021 puts it 

this way: “The KMKF welcomes the launch of the dialogue on the Future of Europe and 

expresses its conviction that all Europeans count in shaping the Future of Europe, and that the 

voices of the approximately 50 million Europeans belonging to national or linguistic minorities 

cannot be ignored. It is convinced that national identity is the essential basis for the unity of the 

European Union, which is also manifested in its diversity.” (see event). 

 

 

4. Hungarian national citizens’ panels 
 

Six national citizens’ panels were organised by various civil organisations on the basis of the 

Guidance on national citizens’ panels in the Framework of the Conference on the Future of 

Europe available on the Digital Platform, in the topics of European democracy; rule of law and 

values; migration; youth, sport, culture, education; stronger economy, jobs and social justice; 

digital transformation; demographic situation and family; health, climate change and 

environment. The national citizens’ panels formulated the following recommendations which 

the European institutions should take into consideration while acting within their competences.4 

 

Citizens’ recommendations in the topics of Youth, sport, culture and education/Stronger 

economy, jobs and social justice/Digital transformation - National citizens’ panel organised on 

8th October 2021 
 

1. Youth, sport, culture and education:  

 Equal opportunities for young people must be promoted. The exclusion and drift of 

young people must be prevented.  

 For the future of young people, special attention must be paid to sustainable 

development and environmental protection.  

 Volunteering must be made more significant among young people. The opportunities 

for them must be pointed out as well.  

 Exchange programs and opportunities abroad must be made available to as many 

students as possible, where young people can gain useful experiences.  

 Dual training programs needs to be extended, while taking greater account of the needs 

of the economy, and improving the content of vocational training. Strengthening dual 

training can also further increase digital competitiveness, as the theoretical knowledge 

acquired in an educational institution is complemented by practical, professional 

experience.  

 Talent programs must be supported.  

                                                      
4 The formulation of the recommendations are different for the different national citizens’ panels due to the fact 

that the panels were organised and reported by different civil organisations. 

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/ValuesRights/f/11/meetings/67288
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 Attention must be drawn to the health problems of obesity, as well as to the fact that 

there are many diseases that could be prevented if people were in better physical 

condition, do simple sports activities or gymnastics, thus reducing the pressure on health 

care.  

 National traditions need to be nurtured, and those who are involved must be supported.  

 It is also important to establish and nurture good cultural relations with other countries, 

especially the surrounding countries, and to show mutual respect. This is best achieved 

in practice if we get to know each other’s cultures in depth, so opportunities that promote 

this mutuality should be encouraged.  

 

2. Stronger economy, jobs and social justice:  

 Instead of providing social aids, there is a growing need for work-based societies.  

 The flexible presence of women in the labour market, especially mothers, must be made 

possible.  

 Generational renewal and the transfer of experience among domestic small and 

medium-sized enterprises must be promoted.  

 

3. Digital transformation:  

 In order to ensure the sustainable and efficient operation of businesses, we recommend 

designing a scheme aiming at business digitalisation.  

 The operation of settlements can also be made more cost-effective by supporting tools 

and solutions that contribute to the sustainable development of settlements and to 

“smart” environment (e.g., digital village, smart city).  

 

Citizens’ recommendations in the topics of Demographic situation and Family/Health/Climate 

change and environment - National citizens’ panel organised on 27th November 2021  

 

1. Demographic situation and Family: 

 Economic dimension  

o Families should be supported in becoming home-owners.  

o Opportunities for families to improve their homes and develop their 

infrastructure should be supported.  

o Childbearing should be encouraged so that a family does not suffer from 

financial loss because of having a child.  

o Fertility treatments should be supported.  

o Income inequalities and the risk of poverty among families should be reduced, 

and the internal stability of families should be increased.  

o The situation of European families should be constantly monitored so that they 

have access to the most flexible and optimal forms of support in all cases.  

 Labour market dimension  

o Mothers should be helped to return to the labour market.  

o Family-friendly workplaces and work organisation should be supported, as well 

as the balance between family life and work.  

o Atypical forms of employment (e.g. part-time work) should be made available 

for mothers and easier for all.  

o The number of nursery places should be increased.  

 Social dimension  

o The prestige of marriage should be increased.  

o The desire to have children should be encouraged.  

o The protection of families must be a fundamental EU and national core value.  

o An accepting and supportive social environment for families should be further 

encouraged.  
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o Self-help and community organisations of families should be supported, which 

strengthen solidarity and play a significant role in community building.  

o Intergenerational cooperation should be strengthened (e.g. involving 

grandparents).  

o The widest possible information on the possibility of adoption should be 

provided, and children in state custody should be placed with families.  

 

2. Health:  

 Proposals for healthcare:  

o Strengthening general health preservation, improving health-literacy.  

o Developing state-funded outpatient clinics and healthcare infrastructure.  

o Continuously increasing and modernising the equipment supply of outpatient 

clinics and hospitals are also essential.  

o Waiting lists need to be made shorter.  

o Raising the social status and increasing the wages of healthcare workers.  

o Digitising practices related to health services (e-prescription, cloud-based access 

to patient data, etc.).  

o Developing IT conditions, supporting the digital transformation of healthcare.  

o Speeding up administration, reducing administrative burdens.  

o Telemedicine should be allowed for GPs and patients, where appropriate.  

o Making healthcare sustainable.  

o Shifting the population’s healthcare from inpatient care to primary and 

outpatient care.  

o Developing patient and people-centred care close to the citizens’ home.  

o Providing state-of-the-art medical and protective equipment that can also help 

healthcare workers provide care for infectious patients.  

o Information on medicines, including innovative medicines and drug safety, 

increasing public acceptance.  

o Facilitating the development of a digital health, telehealth framework.  

 Healthy lifestyle, wellbeing:  

o Introducing programs that promote a healthy lifestyle.  

o Supporting employers and employees in promoting employee wellbeing.  

o Prevention programs in educational institutions.  

o Expanding and promoting free screenings.  

o Curbing smoking and alcoholism.  

o Expanding sports facilities, making them available, i.e., developing sports 

infrastructure.  

o Continuous improvement of the general health of citizens, preventing public 

diseases.  

o Promote adequate, acceptable and affordable menstrual hygiene services and 

products for women and girls.  

 

3. Climate change and environment:  

 Economic dimension:  

o It should be supported to maintain price regulation in energy policy.  

o Energy efficiency investments should be promoted.  

o Supporting sustainable industrialisation, green developments and investments.  

o Supporting the efforts of market actors in sustainable development and their 

sustainability initiatives.  

o Developing waste management, supporting the implementation of the circular 

economy.  

o Making energy production carbon neutral.  

o The European Union should take stronger action against large companies and 

multinational corporations that cause environmental damage.  
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o The price of climate protection should not be paid by the population but by those 

who benefit most from CO2 emissions: big corporations, industrial companies.  

o The polluter pays principle must be taken into account in the European Union’s 

resource allocation, i.e., the more polluting Member States must make a greater 

contribution to the costs of combating climate change.  

o It is morally unacceptable that the EU diverts funds from developing countries 

to finance climate protection measures in affluent countries.  

o EU Member States must strengthen their own capacities to produce products of 

strategic importance, such as food or energy, so that they do not depend on 

others.  

 Awareness-raising:  

o Encouraging recycling in households and businesses.  

o Encouraging material and energy saving in households and businesses.  

o Encouraging waste reduction in households and businesses.  

o Encouraging selective waste collection in households and businesses.  

o Promoting environmental awareness, providing information about the 

possibilities of reducing the ecological footprint.  

o Encouraging informed purchase, providing adequate information to consumers.  

o Raising awareness of sustainability by considering responsible consumption and 

production.  

o Reducing carbon dioxide emissions.  

o Planting trees, landscaping, afforestation.  

 Legislation:  

o Drawing up a sustainable development strategy.  

o Creating a suitable regulatory environment, which not only enshrines rules for 

reducing emissions but also takes into account the different circumstances of 

Member States and ensures that in the transition no one will be left behind.  

o Sanctioning the biggest climate polluters.  

o The European Union’s climate policy must set realistic targets that do not 

impose significant burdens on citizens. Drastic and unrealistic goals are too 

costly for the EU.  

o The European Union’s energy policy must put greater emphasis on security of 

supply so that citizens do not face power outages and heating difficulties.  

o The European Union must allow Member States to protect households from 

market price changes through regulatory measures.  

o The European Union should not penalise investment in nuclear energy because 

it poses a serious threat to the Community’s security of supply.  

 

Citizens’ recommendations in the topics of Values and rights, rule of law and security - National 

citizens’ panel organised on 9th October 2021 

 

1. Values, solidarity, rule of law 

 Hungary respects the values of the European Union, claims to the contrary are political 

attacks which are not sufficiently substantiated. 

 In many cases, the EU institutions do not respect the values they claim to uphold, which 

also leads to double standards at the expense of Member States. 

 Over the last 5-10 years, the EU institutions have become less tolerant of Member States' 

individual positions and approaches.  

 The EU is more a community of interests than a community of values. 

 Freedom of expression is respected in Hungary, unlike in many Western European 

countries (cancel culture).  
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 The previous communist regime deprived Hungarians of the possibility to live in a 

democracy. Hungarians fought for democracy, so that they are well aware of its meaning 

and value. 

 The EU institutions are locked into the left-wing liberal mainstream and try to impose 

this ideology on EU Member States. 

 The role of consensus decision-making in the EU should be strengthened. One of the 

solutions could be the creation of a new body with decision-making powers, to which 

national parliaments would delegate one member each. 

 National solutions are faster and more effective in times of crisis than the solutions 

proposed by EU institutions. 

 The European Commission has no legitimacy to investigate rule of law issues, legal 

questions belong more in the competence of the EU Court of Justice, but only within 

the competences of the EU. Rule of law issues should only be examined with the 

involvement of national constitutional courts. 

 Hungary respects EU values, while it is highly problematic that the EU institutions – 

ECJ, EP – apply double standards and ignore the facts in their criticism of some Member 

States, including Hungary. 

 It is problematic that federalist institutions do not tolerate national solutions (see the 

different national handling of the coronavirus crisis), even though it has been proven 

that in many cases they are faster and more effective than EU solutions. 

 In many cases the European Commission penalises Member States on ideological 

grounds, a good example being the delay of RRF funds to Hungary in the context of the 

adoption of the Child Protection Act in Hungary. 

 The definition and content of the rule of law is still not and cannot be uniform.  

 Rather than liberal “common values” imposed from above, it would be better to 

emphasise the genuinely common Christian foundations and to defend Europe's 

historical heritage. 

 No EU institution has the authority to define what exactly the rule of law means. 

 The definition of the rule of law also varies depending on the social context and global 

trends (e.g. digitalisation). 

 Even if there were a single definition of the rule of law, it would not be practical to 

apply it uniformly across Member States. 

 At most, non-binding guidelines on the rule of law could be formulated. 

 There is no single definition of the rule of law in the EU. 

 Hungary fully respects the values of rule of law, EU instruments and procedures for rule 

of law, such as the Commission's annual report on the rule of law, are without any basis, 

both in terms of content and legal basis. 

 The Commission should cease to draw up reports on the rule of law and replace them 

with a report coordinated by the Council Secretariat under the trio of rotating 

presidencies. 

 As regards the rule of law conditionality, participants underlined that it is unacceptable 

to link EU funds to rule of law criteria and that the funds should be made available to 

Member States. 

 

2. EU institutions and their relations to Member States  

 The EU was originally set up as an economic cooperation, but nowadays the EU bodies 

are pushing for an imposed, imperialist unification. If the slogan “United in Diversity” 

is really taken seriously, then it is unacceptable to restrict national self-determination 

and sovereignty. Instead of unification, there must be genuine cooperation, and there 

should not be just one interpretation of democracy. 

 Hungary is a full-fledged democracy, there cannot be only liberal democracy in the EU.  

 The EU institutions should deal less with ideological issues. 
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 Because of the diversity of EU Member States, the ideas of democracy and the 

characteristics of the democratic system differ from one Member State to another. 

 The different democratic systems should not be the basis for political or legal actions 

against any Member State and, on this basis, no EU institution should interfere in the 

internal affairs of a Member State (e.g. in the democratic electoral process). 

 

3. Role of EU institutions  

 The EU institutions are not identity-builders, they are executive actors. Instead, 

however, they do not perform their own function, but take an activist stance and impose 

their own ideas on sovereign Member States. 

 It is a backlash that the European Commission is seeking and internalizing the views of 

political NGOs. 

 It is counterproductive for the EU bodies to qualify the state of the rule of law and 

democracy: it creates tensions between Member States. 

 The so-called “protection of democracy” is essentially the Commission's interference in 

the internal affairs of the Member States. 

 It has been proposed by the participants that direct contact between EU institutions and 

NGOs should be prohibited. 

 The Commission should not interfere in the media affairs of Member States. 

 A “one size fits all” understanding of democracy in the EU cannot be created, it does 

not make sense.  

 The influence of political NGOs on EU decision-making must be eliminated, and 

lobbying processes must be made fully transparent. While the EC and the EP criticise 

Member States for lack of transparency, themselves, they do not comply with 

transparency criteria. 

 It is unacceptable for the European Commission to interfere in the internal political 

processes and election campaigns of Member States under the pretext of “democracy 

protection” (see 2022 parliamentary elections in Hungary). 

 The Commission should not interfere in the media affairs of Member States by 

supporting liberal media. 

 

4. Security challenges, illegal migration  

 Illegal migration and other security challenges are among the EU's most important 

problems, yet the EU leadership does not pay enough attention to them and attacks those 

Member States that take action against illegal migration. 

 There is a growing consensus in the EU on the need of actions and steps that Hungary 

has taken against illegal migration several years ago. 

 In the long term, the possibility of the EU withdrawing resources from Central and 

Eastern European Member States will lead to the division and underfunding of the 

Central and Eastern European Member States, and this will pose an additional security 

risk. 

 The EU has not been able to manage recent crises. The Union, but also many Western 

European states, have failed, both economically and in handling security challenges. 

 Member States should be given back the right to decide on migration issues. The EU 

should only help at the request of the Member States. 

 The EU should not impose mandatory migrant quotas. 

 Based on the experience of the past years (migration crisis 2015, coronavirus crisis 

2020), illegal migration and epidemics are the biggest security challenges for the EU, 

however, EU institutions have failed to address these crises. 

 National crisis management solutions have worked better: border fences against illegal 

migration, vaccines from outside of the EU (Russia, China) against coronavirus. 

 The right to protect against migration should be returned to the Member States. 
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 The Commission should withdraw the migration package published in 2020, because it 

would again impose a compulsory distribution scheme on Member States. 

 The Commission has made an ideological issue out of the protection against security 

threats (see vaccines in the East) which is wrong. 

 

5. Institutional questions 

 European cooperation can only survive if the opinions of each Member State are treated 

with equal respect by the others and by the EU institutions. Any move to broaden the 

use of majority decision-making (which ignores the views of the minority) is wrong. 

This divides Member States and threatens the unity of the Union. It is damaging that 

some people want to exclude dissenters from the debate, and this practice must be 

abolished. 

 The stealthy extension of powers by the federalist EU institutions is a threat to the 

sovereignty of the Member States. 

 The Council of the European Union must be strengthened, the institution of the veto 

must be retained and unanimous voting on important issues must be maintained. 

 The portfolios of European commissioners should be limited to areas of EU or joint 

competences. The College of Commissioners should be restructured accordingly. 

 The powers and role of the European Parliament should be reconsidered: a body 

replacing the current Parliament, to which national parliaments delegate members, 

should be considered. 

 The division of powers between EU institutions should be respected as laid down in the 

EU Treaties. 

 Any attempt by the EC and the EP to extend their powers at the expense of the Member 

States (e.g. the creation of a rule of law report or the extension of the European 

Semester) should be avoided. 

 The final word in EU decision-making should always be given to the Heads of States or 

the Governments in the European Council. 

 

6. Crisis situations (eurozone crisis, migration crisis, coronavirus crisis)  

 The EU institutions could have worked together to better coordinate national interests 

in crisis management. Instead, they have sought to increase their own power, they did 

not support effective national actions, but attacked several countries on ideological and 

political grounds. 

 The EU should abandon its institutional reflex to use every crisis to expand common 

competences. 

 Member States can act quickly and effectively in a crisis situation, as the vaccine 

procurement illustrated. 

 The EU institutions help too little, too late, and do so when political-ideological 

conditions are met. 

 The Council should be given a greater role vis-à-vis the Commission and Parliament. 

 The EU climate policy should serve energy sovereignty. 

 European institutions are often disconnected from the everyday lives of European 

citizens and are therefore unable to provide them with real help in crisis situations. EU 

citizens are getting more help from national governments (see border fences, utility cost 

reduction scheme). 

 

7. Levels of integration 

 Cooperation between Member States is necessary, but we should not forcefully unify 

the continent. Federalist initiatives run counter to the ideas of the EUs’ founding fathers 

and to the interests of Europeans. 

 The EU is needed because it is better to act together on some issues in a changing world, 

but on others it is necessary to preserve the sovereignty of Member States. 
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 The EU needs to be reformed: economic cooperation and good practices must be 

maintained, but economic cooperation must return as a priority. 

 The European Union should be based on cooperation between strong Member States - 

a Europe of Nations - and not a federalist EU run from Brussels. 

 The idea of a United States of Europe should be rejected, since it would destroy the 

European diversity that is one of the EU's founding elements. 

 The European integration can only be successful if it is based on shared economic 

success.  

 As regards the future of European integration, Western Balkan countries, especially 

Serbia, should become members of the EU as soon as possible. 

 

Citizens’ recommendations in the context of strengthening democracy in the European Union 

- National citizens’ panel organised on 2nd October 2021 

 

1. A radical reform of the European Parliament is needed.  

 MEPs should be delegated by the Member States.  

 The EP’s sessions should be held at one single location (instead of two).  

 The number of MEPs should be reduced.  

 MEPs should represent their nations and should be organised in parliamentary groups 

along national lines.  

 The EP’s competences should not be further expanded, rather it should return to its 

original function.  

 Conflict of interests: MEPs should not be allowed to participate in inquiries and fact-

finding missions against their home country.  

 

2. It is necessary to continue the EU’s enlargement on the Balkans.  

 

3. The EU should reduce bureaucracy.  

 Reduce bureaucracy in and of Brussels.  

 The operation of the EP should be cost efficient (sessions in one single city, reducing 

the number of MEPs).  

 

4. The EU should return to economic focus and support economic growth instead of dealing 

with political and ideological issues.  

 

5. The EU should become more resistant to outside (third party) influences and should protect 

its citizens against threats and challenges such as migration, economic and financial crisis, 

pandemic, military threats, etc.  

 

6. The EU should respect national sovereignty of Member States  

 The EU must be based on the cooperation of sovereign Member States.  

 National governments should be the ultimate decision-makers in the EU.  

 The veto right of the Member States should be preserved.  

 The original decision-making competences of the European Council should be restored.  

 The EU should not interfere in Member States’ internal affairs.  

 Social media regulation should be a national competence.  

 

7. Recommendations regarding European values  

 Clarification of the European values is needed (The fundamental values of the EU 

should be: Christianity, family, Member State sovereignty, European cultural traditions 

and equal rights).  
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 Avoiding double standards: the same principles should be applied to everybody and 

every actor in the EU.  

 The EU should return to the traditional values of the European integration.  

 

8. Other recommendations  

 The EU should block the pressure from external lobby groups.  

 The Court of Justice of the European Union should not override Member States’ 

constitutions.  

 Cost-effective, sustainable, and financially supported environmental policy is needed 

from the EU.  

 Establish a clear definition of “rule of law” that is supported by Member States and 

applyi it under objective rules.  

 Protection for native European cultures and national minorities.  

 

Citizens’ recommendations on questions related to the participation of NGOs in European 

decision-making - National citizens’ panel organised on 12th November 2021 

 

1. With respect to the issue of the involvement of non-governmental organisations (NGOs) in 

the decision-making of the EU, participants expressed the following recommendations:  

 It is concerning that political NGOs are playing an increasing role in EU decision-

making processes.  

 The EU institutions are increasingly relying on the work of political NGOs, which 

reduces the transparency and accountability of decision-making.  

 Political NGOs should have no influence on EU legislation.  

 It is wrong for the EU institutions to rely predominantly on the opinion of political 

NGOs.  

 NGOs indeed have an important place in EU decision-making, but it is arguable for 

political NGOs to have a predominant place in the decision-making.  

 What we are witnessing is the outsourcing of decision-making on issues that require 

democratic legitimacy to non-democratically elected legal entities.  

 It is a problem that some political NGOs express opinions on behalf of the majority of 

civil society as a whole, while real NGOs do not have a voice in EU decision-making. 

There is a lack of democratic legitimacy and transparency.  

 There is also concern about the overlap between political NGO leaders and some EU 

decision-makers, with the same decision-makers taking turns in different positions 

(revolving doors). This calls for greater transparency.  

 There is a need for lobby organisations with conservative values and for the views of 

these lobby organisations to be taken more into account by the EU institutions.  

 The participation of political NGOs is not included in the existing EU Treaties. The 

activities of certain NGOs run counter to the national interests of the Member States.  

 The funding of NGOs that influence EU decision-making should be clarified, including 

through the creation and application of new rules.  

 Each political party or group in the European Parliament should be able to nominate a 

certain number of NGOs to express their views before EU decision-making.  

 

2. With regard to ideological neutrality, participants expressed the following 

recommendations:  

 There is a serious and clear ideological bias on the part of the EU institutions towards 

political NGOs representing the ideology of open society, and the progressive, left-wing 

political agenda.  

 At present, political NGOs echo the views of the liberal political parties or groups in the 

EP, and vice versa.  
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 The EU institutions seemingly seek the views of the same NGOs, which are part of the 

open society network.  

 There is a clear double standard in Brussels in this area: while open society NGOs are 

allowed to express their views, the opinion of conservative organisations is either not 

sought or not listened to by the Commission.  

 The lack of fact-checking of political NGO reports, which are often relied upon by the 

EU institutions is a problem.  

 EU politicians and decision-makers should have to declare immediately when they 

receive funding. Currently this does not work properly.  

 Political NGOs have too much influence on the courts, including the Court of Justice of 

the European Union.  

3. As regards to the functioning of the transparency register run by the European Commission, 

which is intended to make the activities of NGOs in Brussels publicly available to European 

citizens, participants expressed the following recommendations:  

 There is a lack of public information and awareness about the transparency register.  

 The data available on political NGOs and their funding are incomplete.  

 A significant number of lobby meetings are not accessible, especially for the EP.  

 Although in many cases the factual record of lobby meetings is available, European 

citizens are not aware of what was discussed during the lobby meetings.  

 The transparency register is difficult for the lay public to access and understand.  

 In the case of lobby meetings, there should be a concrete transcript of what is discussed. 

These should be made public in the spirit of transparency.  

 The transparency register does not contain enough data, so it is not possible to know the 

real supporters of each NGO.  

 Meetings of EU leaders should be made accessible to European citizens, including 

through online streaming.  

 It should be compulsory for organisations on the transparency register to provide data, 

supported by official documents. It should be pre-defined what these organisations have 

to report and what data they have to provide.  

 A quality assurance system should be set up for the activities of NGOs and the data and 

information they provide, based on clear rules, because the current "rubber-stamp" 

procedure is not adequate.  
 

4. As regards family policy matters, participants expressed the following recommendations:  

 Family policy and family law should remain a national competence, without 

interference from the EU institutions. The EU institutions should respect the right of 

each country to shape its own policy on this issue. Family policy is not an EU 

competence.  

 In our country, family law is enshrined in the Fundamental Law; it is the governing law 

and cannot be overridden by any EU institution, legislation or court decision.  

 The European Commission should not be concerned with family law issues, but with 

dealing with crises.  

 The EU institutions should not interfere in the family policies of the Member States, 

which would be contrary to the constitution of Hungary and other Member States. The 

institution of marriage should be the competence of each Member State.  

 Family policy should remain a national competence. This is also enshrined in the 

Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union.  

 The EU institutions should not interfere in any way in the 'lifestyle', national culture and 

traditions of a Member State or nation, including family policy. The institutions should 

be concerned with strengthening economic cooperation between Member States and 

should not overstep their competences.  

 It is up to each Member State to define its own definition of the family.  
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5. As regards to LGBTIQ ideology appearing in several official EU documents, participants 

expressed the following recommendations:  

 We believe that the education of children is of fundamental importance.  

 There is no place for sexual propaganda in schools.  

 Education policy, child-rearing, family policy and youth protection are the exclusive 

responsibility of the Member States, and EU institutions should not interfere in them.  

 Neither students nor the teachers who instruct them should be exposed to sexual 

propaganda, including LGBTIQ.  

 Child education and sex education are the exclusive right of parents.  

 

6. Regarding recent years’ disputes at the level of the European Parliament, participants 

expressed the following recommendations:  

 Attacks on the EU's Christian heritage must stop.  

 The role of traditional churches in education, social and cultural life must be 

strengthened.  

 Legal and political measures should be taken in order to avoid that certain political 

NGOs offend the freedom of religion.  

 The European Union must return to its original economic goals, free of ideology and 

politics.  

 Historical churches are under attack in the EU, which is a problem, because churches 

are the organising force for the defence of social values.  

 Attacks on churches cannot be ignored; we must stand up for our values, and actively 

promote the preservation of European traditions, culture and values.  

 Historic churches have an important role to play in helping those who are lagging behind 

to catch up.  

 

Citizens’ recommendations on migration - National citizens’ panel organised on 13th November 

2021 

 

1. Competence and border protection  

 We are enthusiastically committed to the European project, which we feel cannot exist 

without respecting our common values, and which can be promoted only by 

guaranteeing the security of our territory. Thus, we recommend that:  

o The examination of asylum applications should remain in the competence of 

every Member State.  

o Fundamental issues such as migration should remain within the competences of 

the Member States; European cooperation on this matter is possible if we apply 

unanimity procedure in the decision making. 

o The protection of its borders should also belong to the competence of every 

Member State. 

o In order to keep the EU and the Schengen Area safe, European institutions 

should uphold and financially support border control measures of the Member 

States, instead of sponsoring only Frontex operations.  

o Each Member State should be able to decide for itself how to protect its external 

borders, with its own army or border guards.  

 

2. Conditions of admission into the EU  

 We believe that multi-step checks are to be introduced in the migration system in order 

to guarantee safety and stability inside the EU. Therefore, we recommend:  

o Migrants should meet a strict set of admission conditions.  

o The introduction of control of data regarding the employment and the address of 

migrants who legally entered the EU.  
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o Health screening at entry – in the light of the pandemic.  

o Integration training and exams to be a condition for admission to the EU to 

ensure the effective and complete integration.  

o Only people who come from a genuine crisis region should be admitted as 

refugees.  

o The EU should provide social assistance only to those who are working and 

using the education facilities.  

o In order to avoid discrimination there should be no simplified procedure for 

obtaining citizenship and thus the right to vote.  

o The EU Member States should declare the labour force supply they need through 

migration.  

o A points-system should be introduced with regard to the admission procedure, 

with assessment procedures carried out outside the EU.  

o Subsequent breaches of admission conditions should result in expulsion.  

o There should exist a regular review to ensure that the authorities do not take in 

asylum-seekers from countries that are considered to be safe and encourage them 

to return when possible.  

o A European citizenship exam should be compulsory in all Member States.  

o Lawfully convicted should not be allowed to leave their country and to enter the 

territory of the EU.  

 

3. The situation of migrants suspected of terrorism or crimes  

 The protection of life and democracy are of fundamental importance, we therefore 

recommend that: 

o Criminals or people suspected of terrorism must be expelled immediately.  

o Security services should be given more powers to take preventive measures and 

to carry out controls in cases of suspected terrorism.  

 

4. Europe and local culture  

 We feel that the European way of living is an incredible and unique value, which must 

be defended by all means. We are firm in our commitment to the common European 

project, to democracy, and to legality. We therefore believe that:  

o The protection of Christian culture is also one of the EU’s duties.  

o Neither positive discrimination nor parallel legal systems should be applied.  

o The diversity of Europe should mean the diversity of European nations.  

o The EU should also support the traditional family model in order to tackle the 

demographic challenges.  

o The European way of life should be respected.  

 

5. Other recommendations in order to promote the European way of life  

 We are aware that the situation of many people living outside the EU should be 

improved. We believe that the EU should express solidarity by helping them also locally 

in their countries and regions in order to aid them to live and stay in their home country 

in social and economic conditions that respect human dignity and that make economic 

growth and prosperity possible. Therefore, we recommend that:  

o Potential migrants should be provided with a real information campaign on the 

admission conditions they will face in order to avoid perilous trips.  

o A “Europe Helps” programme along the lines of “Hungary Helps” should be set 

up.  

o The EU should count with the difficulties when exporting democratic 

institutions and values to countries with different political and cultural traditions 

and should make responsible choices measuring the consequences of EU 

actions.  
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o Instead of politically correctness, the EU should use a plain language in order to 

give a true image of reality.  

  

5. Thematical ideas and proposals  

5.1 Topics of interest 
 

According to the latest Kantar country-specific report, the topic of “Values and rights, rule of 

law and security” has recorded the highest number of contributions in Hungary (586), including 

the highest number of ideas (101) and comments (382). The topics of “European democracy” 

and “Education, culture, youth and sport” ranked second and third in terms of overall 

contributions, with 340 and 293 contributions respectively. The latter topic has also generated 

the most related events (161). 

 

804 events were held in Hungary since April 2021, out of which 550 have been closed and are 

covered by an event report at the time of the closing of the latest country-specific report. In the 

period under review, Hungary hosted more events associated with the topics of “Values and 

rights, rule of law and security”, “Migration” and “Education, culture, youth and sport” than 

any other country in the EU. 
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5.2. Ideas and proposals 
 

European democracy 
 

In the topic of “European democracy” a wide range of Hungarian events focused on the 

cooperation of V4 countries, foreign policy, EU enlargement and lobbying in the EU. Many of 

the registered Hungarian events on the digital platform emphasised the importance of 

national sovereignty (see for example this event). The majority of the contributors were in 

favour of maintaining and deepening economic cooperation, but would not give more 

competences to the EU on issues belonging traditionally to the field of domestic policies of 

Member States. The EU institutions should concentrate on helping practical cooperation of 

Member States, showing respect towards different national traditions, cultures and 

constitutional frameworks, and treat all EU countries on an equal basis, without double 

standards.  The events have also raised the issue of sovereignty in terms of how the EU infringes 

the competences of Member States and fails to respect the founding principles (see this event). 

Regarding migration, taxation and sexual education of children, competences on these 

issues should be kept within the Member States (see event). It was also suggested that the 

European Union can be effective in many areas, such as security, free movement and market, 

but it should not impose itself on areas such as culture or family (see for example this event).  

Several proposals referred to the strengthening of the EU's strategic autonomy, stressing among 

others the need for an autonomous energy policy, which should be developed in accordance 

with the EU's own interests (see for example this event). 

For a long-term regional stability and security, the Western Balkans’ enlargement of the EU 

is seen as essential (see for example this event). Furthermore, several events emphasise the 

need to strengthen the role of national parliaments, as they are closest to their citizens (see 

this event). 

The involvement of young people in the European decision-making process is also a 

cornerstone of the Hungarian events. Participants suggested setting up a youth policy centre to 

organise events and provide opportunities for young professionals (see for example this event). 

During one of the events in the youth roundtable discussion-series – detailed above among 

the institutional events - participants indicated several recommendations regarding the 

European integration in the context of an “ever closer union”. They state that instead of 

ideological debate, different approaches and political views should be discussed in a 

respectful manner. It is fundamental that the European institutions do not engage in power-

struggles, as this will lead to conflicts and negatively affect the cooperation established by 

sovereign states (see event). 

During one event, it was underlined that the enhanced role of municipalities is important to 

build sustainable democracies. The proper functioning of local authorities, strengthening 

common values and enhancing the presence of participatory democracy can lead to a well-

functioning state (see event). The Conference on the Future of Europe is a new possibility to 

enhance the awareness of citizens’ engagement and participation. Participating and contributing 

to the ongoing debate is a great opportunity to raise public awareness of EU policy-making (see 

event). 

 

A stronger economy, social justice and jobs 
 

In the topic of “A stronger economy, social justice and jobs” several events suggested helping 

more those who wish to establish their own enterprise. These events gathered a group of experts 

to share their views on business development and the potential of digital ventures (see this 

event). It is seen as crucial to involve economic actors, organisations, national and foreign 

chambers of commerce in the European legislative process (for example see this event). 

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Democracy/f/5/meetings/109000
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Democracy/f/5/meetings/42175?filter%5Bcategory_id%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=alb&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=aut&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=bgd&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=bel&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=bih&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=bgr&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=cyp&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=cze&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=dnk&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=gbr&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=mkd&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=est&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=fin&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=fra&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=grc&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=nld&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=hrv&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=irl&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=pol&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=lva&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=ltu&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=hun&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=mlt&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=deu&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=ita&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=rus&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=prt&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=rou&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=esp&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=swe&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=svk&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=svn&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=tur&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=ukr&filter%5Bdate%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bmeeting_report%5D=all&filter%5Borigin%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bsearch_text%5D=future+of+europe&filter%5Bstate%5D=&filter%5Btype%5D%5B%5D=&locale=hu&page=2
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Democracy/f/5/meetings/109000
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Democracy/f/5/meetings/76726
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Democracy/f/5/meetings/109000?filter%5Bcategory_id%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bdate%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bmeeting_report%5D=all&filter%5Borigin%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bsearch_text%5D=&filter%5Bstate%5D=&filter%5Btype%5D%5B%5D=&locale=hu&per_page=100
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Democracy/f/5/meetings/100585
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Democracy/f/5/meetings/101740?filter%5Bcategory_id%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bdate%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bmeeting_report%5D=all&filter%5Borigin%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bsearch_text%5D=&filter%5Bstate%5D=&filter%5Btype%5D%5B%5D=&locale=hu&per_page=100
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Democracy/f/5/meetings/81447?filter%5Bcategory_id%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bdate%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bmeeting_report%5D=all&filter%5Borigin%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bsearch_text%5D=&filter%5Bstate%5D=&filter%5Btype%5D%5B%5D=&locale=hu&page=4&per_page=100
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Democracy/f/5/meetings/85966?filter%5Bcategory_id%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bdate%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bmeeting_report%5D=all&filter%5Borigin%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bsearch_text%5D=Roundtable+discussion+on+the+different+levels+and+depth+of+European+integration+&filter%5Bstate%5D=&filter%5Btype%5D%5B%5D=
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Democracy/f/5/meetings/41549?locale=en
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Democracy/f/5/meetings/1222?locale=en
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Economy/f/13/meetings/28250?filter%5Bdecidim_scope_id%5D=&filter%5Bresource_type%5D=Decidim%3A%3AMeetings%3A%3AMeeting&filter%5Bterm%5D=Kamarai+Roadshow+%E2%80%93+Gazdas%C3%A1g+%C3%BAjraind%C3%ADt%C3%A1sa%2CVALI.HU
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Economy/f/13/meetings/55243
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Others suggested that European states need to further improve cross-border mobility and 

contribute with better efficiency to the social and economic equalities. Cooperation of local 

governments and administrative bodies can ensure the resilience of the different regions 
(see event). Concerning the coronavirus epidemic, some events came to the conclusion that 

successful regional cooperation and coordinated response could guarantee the free 

movement of goods and the functioning of the economy (see event). 

Some of the events reached consensus on the need to address the phenomenon of 

overconsumption from an economic perspective.  Stronger consumer rights in the online space 

and effective enforcement of consumer rights needs to be ensured. There is also a need to 

increase consumer education and awareness for long term (see event). The EU should promote 

the digitalisation as a means to enforce subsidiarity, and also the bottom-up solutions 

instead of top-down centralized projects (see this event). 

Education and training are essential for the development of businesses. In this topic some 

events suggested that trainings should be organised to help people join the labour market and 

many contributions emphasise that the situation of disabled people should be further 

improved to increase their opportunities and chances of equal treatment (see this event). 

 

Health 
 

The main issues of the „Health” theme in Hungary touched the problem of diabetes, fight 

against cancer, mental health and the crises of Covid-19. Many of the debates on the future of 

health were linked to the ongoing pandemic. Based on the outcomes of one of these events, the 

Covid-19 pandemic has clearly shown the different approach of the Eastern and the 

Western European countries in crisis response and recovery assessment (see event). The 

crisis has shown the links between science and innovation, the role of the State, the economic 

impacts and the influence of the media. The link of mental health to the pandemic was the theme 

of several Hungarian events. One event concluded that there was a common call for more 

health-related funding opportunities in the EU, as NGOs are often unable to fully 

implement health education projects and run their programmes due to financial 

difficulties. It was also suggested to continue well-established cooperations (e.g. Europe 

Donna), to support mental health treatment of young people and their families, with sufficient 

funding, and to reduce the administrative burden for NGOs working in this field (see event). 

According to contributions in connection with diabetes and overweight issues, the 

recommendation of the related events were mostly screening, and raising awareness of the 

importance of a healthy lifestyle (see for example this event).  

 

The registered events about the fight against cancer emphasised the role of prevention, the 

importance of early diagnosis as well as exchanging good practices across borders, especially 

in our region. National Institute of Oncology was an active event organiser of this topic (see 

event). 

 

Digital transformation 
 

A number of events regarding “Digital transformation” discussed the need for digitalisation, 

benefits and risks, as well as possible approaches for increased digitalisation. Several events 

examined the different aspects of freedom of expression and pluralism on digital platforms. 

One highlighted that a legal framework should be established in order to protect the 

fundamental rights and the freedom of speech, but this regulation must be carried out at 

regional level, taking into account the local constitutional traditions (see event). 

In relation to the management of the impact of Covid-19, one event looked at the opportunities 

and obstacles to recovering from the socio-economic shocks of the pandemic, and concluded 

that measures implemented by national governments will be crucial in laying the 

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Economy/f/13/meetings/52208?locale=en
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Economy/f/13/meetings/100982
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Economy/f/13/meetings/100982
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Economy/f/13/meetings/125735?locale=hu&toggle_translations=true
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Economy/f/13/meetings/128209?filter%5Bcategory_id%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bdate%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bmeeting_report%5D=&filter%5Borigin%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bsearch_text%5D=&filter%5Bstate%5D=&filter%5Btype%5D%5B%5D=&locale=hu&per_page=100
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Health/f/4/meetings/136527?filter%5Bcategory_id%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bdate%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bmeeting_report%5D=all&filter%5Borigin%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bsearch_text%5D=&filter%5Bstate%5D=&filter%5Btype%5D%5B%5D=&locale=hu&per_page=100
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Health/f/4/meetings/101377
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Health/f/4/meetings/117515?locale=hu
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Health/f/4/meetings/101345
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Digital/f/14/meetings/340
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foundations for a successful and competitive economic transformation. It can only be 

successful if regional characteristics in Central and Eastern Europe are also duly 

accounted for (see event). In relation to the pandemic, an academic conference took on the 

topic of eDemocracy and eGovernment in Central and Eastern Europe, with focus on the impact 

of the coronavirus epidemic on eGovernment (see event). 

Various views were expressed on the censorship of social networks, focusing on how to prevent 

discrimination in cyberspace and other forms of expression that threaten European values, such 

as disinformation campaigns spreading fake news on social media and networks (see event). 

The challenge of how to curb the dissemination of fake-news or other dangerous content 

without encroaching on rights and freedoms was also discussed (see event).  

Hungarian events also discussed the topic of Artificial Intelligence. The purpose of one of the 

conferences was to provide a comprehensive overview of international processes of AI 

regulations, in order to contribute to the development of standards for artificial intelligence, 

including at global, regional and national levels (see event). 

A category of events addressed the debates about the issue of the changing working conditions 

supported by the digital transition, both in terms of infrastructure and accessibility (see 

event). Several participants suggested that a system should be built suiting students, parents, 

workers and employers in all digital and IT aspects to make future digital education and work 

more seamless and to give noteworthy findings on the support and care of older people (see 

event). The need for more support programmes that contribute to digital inclusion was 

suggested as well (see this event). 

Some events discussed the environmental impact of digitalisation, its contribution to 

agriculture and to the European Green Deal's agricultural targets (see event).  

An event organised by the Hungarian National Youth Council discussed the idea of an EU-

level common online education platform that would bring together good practices in 

digital education and other ways to promote digitalisation. There was also a strong call for 

support for young people who lack the digital skills and tools (see event).   

 

Values and rights, rule of law, security 
 

In the topic of “Values and rights, rule of law, security” it was generally considered that the 

European Union can only be strong if it is made up of stable nation states. It was suggested 

that the EU should return to the division of competences enshrined in the Treaties and 

that the Commission should stop its practice of politically and ideologically stigmatising 

Member States for defending their national interests (see event). 

Another discussion revolved around the promotion of “ever closer Union” where participants 

agreed that this would require the consent of every nation (see event). 

Questions were raised regarding double standards. It was found problematic that the European 

Parliament sees itself as the only democratically legitimised body of the EU and tends to 

marginalise the legitimacy of Member States. It was stated that a strong Europe can only be 

based on cooperation between sovereign Member States which, despite their differences, 

show mutual respect for each other and work closely together through neutral and cooperative 

institutions (see event).  

In the context of European values, the Christian traditions of Europe were highlighted. 

Participants suggested that Europe’s future lies in the recognition and valorisation of its 

Christian roots, which are at the core of European identity. This heritage is the key to the future 

and has already proved to be a guarantee of peace (see event and event).  

Questions were raised on the current developments of EU Law and jurisprudence regarding 

Member States. Main topics revolved around whether the CJEU has decision-making authority 

over the national constitutional courts in the name of an absolute primacy of EU law, or other 

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Digital/f/14/meetings/65209?locale=en
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Digital/f/14/meetings/53560
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Digital/f/14/meetings/3664?locale=hu
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Digital/f/14/meetings/341?filter%5Bcategory_id%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bdate%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bmeeting_report%5D=all&filter%5Borigin%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bsearch_text%5D=&filter%5Bstate%5D=&filter%5Btype%5D%5B%5D=&locale=hu&page=13
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Digital/f/14/meetings/83822?filter%5Bcategory_id%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bdate%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bmeeting_report%5D=all&filter%5Borigin%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bsearch_text%5D=&filter%5Bstate%5D=&filter%5Btype%5D%5B%5D=&locale=hu&page=5
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Digital/f/14/meetings/113719?filter%5Bcategory_id%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bdate%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bdate%5D%5B%5D=past&filter%5Bmeeting_report%5D=all&filter%5Borigin%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bsearch_text%5D=&filter%5Bstate%5D=&filter%5Btype%5D%5B%5D=
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Digital/f/14/meetings/54385?filter%5Bcategory_id%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bdate%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bmeeting_report%5D=all&filter%5Borigin%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bsearch_text%5D=&filter%5Bstate%5D=&filter%5Btype%5D%5B%5D=&locale=hu&page=2&per_page=100
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Digital/f/14/meetings/123256?locale=hu&per_page=50
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Digital/f/14/meetings/75737?locale=hu
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Digital/f/14/meetings/114908
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/ValuesRights/f/11/meetings/22012
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/ValuesRights/f/11/meetings/3106
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/ValuesRights/f/11/meetings/37458?filter%5Bcategory_id%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bdate%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bmeeting_report%5D=all&filter%5Borigin%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bsearch_text%5D=&filter%5Btype%5D%5B%5D=&locale=hu&page=6
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/ValuesRights/f/11/meetings/52
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/ValuesRights/f/11/meetings/8152
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approaches should also be considered (see event). Many argued that there is no clear, legally 

defined concept of the “rule of law” in the EU. European Rule of law mechanisms are lacking 

appropriate legal basis in the Treaties, and are political instruments against the Member States 

(see this event).   

A large amount of events discussed the issue of national minorities (such as event and event). 

The exchange of views outlined a Europe based on consolidating the stability of democratic 

institutions, strengthening political, legal, social and cultural cohesion and overcoming divisive 

factors such as intolerance and discrimination against minorities. Participants highlighted the 

protection of national minorities and the need to pay special attention to future generations, 

such as children's rights, youth participation and Roma integration (see event). The issue of 

national minorities is not a domestic issue, but a European support to the right to national 

identity must be defined as a fundamental human right of citizens (such as event and event).  

The protection of families with the tools of law, regulation and education and norms was 

an important topic of discussion in Hungary (see event and event). Some events took a stance 

on the topic of the protection of children, stressing it as national priority. Although the 

referendum on children’s right is criticized by the European Commission, it is a national 

competence, so these attacks have no legitimate basis (see event and event).  

One event addressed the issue of women’s and men’s roles in society and pointing out that 

stereotypes play a crucial role from initial socialization, since it has a lifelong impact on both 

professional and private life (see event). 

 

Education, Culture, Youth and Sport 
 

Several discussions were held on what kind of education is needed in the 21st century. An event 

outlined that ignoring nationalities, cultures or common values might undermine social 

cohesion in several EU Member States (see event). 

The role of education in the EU’s neighbourhood was also debated, with participants arguing 

that the EU's education in neighbouring countries contributes to promoting security and 

stability in Europe and helps to curb illegal migration and the spread of radical ideologies 

(see event). 

A conference focused on education and culture with the involvement of young people, stating 

that education policy should remain a Member State's competence, but certain systems, 

such as higher education admission criteria and credit calculation, would be worth coordinating 

within the EU to promote mobility. Participants stated that the future’s education should put 

much greater emphasis on digitalisation across Europe (see event). 

In the case of Erasmus+ programmes, administration should be reduced and support should be 

provided in such a way that participants have financial security and can participate in an 

exchange programme regardless of family support and background. At European level, mobility 

opportunities should also be emphasised in the context of future prospects for higher education 

(see event and event).  

Various events have revolved around the EU's youth strategy, with participants seeking to 

engage and mobilise young people. Key action areas such as empowerment and youth 

community leadership (see event), and community building (see event) were discussed. 

For Hungarian citizens it was important to discuss the matter of supporting young people in 

Europe, including national minorities (see event) as well as building European and 

Hungarian identity and cultural heritage (see event). Hungarian participants’ priority was to 

have a Europe that is true to its own intellectual and cultural heritage (see event), preserves and 

protects its heritage, and strengthens ties with the home country and the sense of identity (see 

event).  

https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/ValuesRights/f/11/meetings/53857
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/ValuesRights/f/11/meetings/27886
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/ValuesRights/f/11/meetings/43858
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/ValuesRights/f/11/meetings/90620
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/ValuesRights/f/11/meetings/78805
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/ValuesRights/f/11/meetings/64557
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/ValuesRights/f/11/meetings/67288
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/ValuesRights/f/11/meetings/127285?filter%5Bcategory_id%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bdate%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bmeeting_report%5D=all&filter%5Borigin%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bsearch_text%5D=&filter%5Bstate%5D=&filter%5Btype%5D%5B%5D=&locale=hu&per_page=100
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/ValuesRights/f/11/meetings/98671?filter%5Bcategory_id%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bcountry%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bdate%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bmeeting_report%5D=all&filter%5Borigin%5D%5B%5D=&filter%5Bsearch_text%5D=&filter%5Bstate%5D=&filter%5Btype%5D%5B%5D=&locale=hu&page=4
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/ValuesRights/f/11/meetings/47490
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/ValuesRights/f/11/meetings/67288
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/ValuesRights/f/11/meetings/48544
https://futureu.europa.eu/processes/Education/f/37/meetings/42208
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The relationship between young people inside and outside the EU was the subject of another 

series of events. For example, one event collected recommendations from local young people 

in Kosovo regarding their place in Europe (see event). 

 

Migration 
 

In the light of the increasing migration pressure at the EU's external borders, the issue of finance 

came into question proposing the reimbursement of the border-protection costs to Member 

States (see event). 

Another event stated that “Stronger borders mean stronger Europe” as the participants 

proposed to strengthen the means and political support of Frontex, penalize the lack of 

cooperation of migrants abusing the asylum system, increase conditionality with other EU 

policies, and rethinking family reunification and applying stricter policies at national level (see 

event). 

During multiple discussions the geopolitical dimension of migration was highlighted, where 

speakers agreed that migration policy should be in the hands of Member States, and the EU 

has to be more pragmatic on that issue: it must make a clear distinction between migration 

and asylum, and push-backs and refoulements (see event). 

Focusing on different European national practices, the example of Danish migration policies 

were discussed at an event emphasizing methods on temporary nature of residence, protection 

of the EU's external borders, and local-level assistance (see event). 

Among the events, one with V4 participants discussed the rejection of the political use of 

migration in the context of Belarus, stressed the priority of external border protection and the 

need to build good relations with third countries and transit countries to return refugees, 

and the introduction of a European Digital Travel Register (see event). 

To tackle the question of persecution of people because of their religion, some events suggested 

that the EU should support religious minorities, with a special focus on persecuted 

Christian communities (see event). Another event aimed to raise awareness of the motivations 

and nature of modern-day religious persecution. It also discussed the nexus of humanitarian aid 

and religious liberty aims to highlight the importance of holistic approaches to advancing 

interreligious peace, entailing traditional diplomatic and human rights mechanisms as well as 

humanitarian aid (see event). 

Migration related to climate change was also a complex topic that was debated by academics 

and participants (see event). 

Migration was examined also in the context of the demography of Europe, as proposals of one 

event recommended to avert the demographic decline by a change of mindset, instead of 

supporting migration (see event). 

 

Climate change and the environment 
 

Based on the conclusions on climate change, besides reducing emissions, adaptation was also 

highlighted during discussions in this topic. It was underlined that goals can only be achieved 

step by step, involving local initiatives and grassroots projects that are rational and 

sustainable (see event). Furthermore, connection between migration and climate was also 

highlighted (see event). 

The link between EU's climate policy and Europe's energy supply was highlighted at 

several events (see event). The main topics were trends, causes and adoption to climate change. 

The role of nuclear energy in the future energy mix, the financial implications of climate change 

adaptation and the shared responsibility of EU decision-makers and nation states were also 

discussed. 
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Citizens discussed the energy crisis in Europe, as certain countries use this dependency to 

achieve their geopolitical goals by putting pressure on the energy sector in states and regions in 

need (see event). Today, nuclear power plants are not only safe and reliable, but also a 

clean source of energy with zero emissions. At a related event, it was outlined that humanity 

will be able to overcome climate change through technological progress, but this requires 

more pragmatism and less ideology (see event). In the context of the energy supply challenge, 

the importance of the Paks II project was highlighted (see event). 

As pollution and environmental issues know no borders, Hungarians are ambitious to share best 

practices and support green infrastructure development in the Western Balkan countries (see 

event). 

Preserving biodiversity was a prioritised topic (see for example this event). It was suggested 

that adaptation needs to be smarter, faster, more systematic, inclusive and based on international 

cooperation. Hungarian municipalities, which have their own climate strategies, are involving 

citizens in developing action plans. They stressed the need for shared responsibility between 

the private sector and consumers. 

An event on sustainable mobility called for further development of railway infrastructure and 

the promotion of emission-free transportation (see event). 

Several events registered on the Digital Platform focused on sustainable fashion and on its 

positive impact on the environment and the consumers (see event). The need for the 

transformation of food production into sustainable, digitised food chains to reduce food 

waste was also suggested during an event (see event). 

Several events put forward that families with more children think and act more responsibly, 

as they want to do more for the future generations, and they are ambitious to preserve our 

natural assets (see event). 

On the issue of water protection, citizens said that water management is not sustainable 

from a global perspective and a paradigm shift is needed. In addition to mitigation, 

adaptation must be considered. The use of reservoirs is essential due to the accelerated 

hydrological cycle (see event). The question of how society and politics can respond to natural 

catastrophes is crucial. It is essential for the EU to closely monitor the use of related funds 

and the implementation of the supported projects. The importance of water and waste 

management was also underlined. Cooperation with civil society and local activists is an 

essential part of effective problem solving. They also stressed the importance of environmental 

education and awareness-raising for all ages (see event). 

 

EU in the World 
 

One of the main topics of the “EU in the world” theme was the need to increase Europe's 

defence sovereignty, taking into account the issue of the European army and the European 

countries' thoughts on the EU's migration capacity (see event). A common direction of 

development for the military industry and the need of an associated single trading system was 

also mentioned at an event (see event).  

The V4 countries consider enlargement as one of the most important policies of the EU, 

alongside the importance of the role of national minorities and the rapid integration of the 

Western Balkans. Several events stressed the need to integrate the Western Balkan 

countries into the EU and that the future of Europe would be an unfinished business without 

the Western Balkans. They also stressed the urgent need to start accession negotiations with 

Albania and Northern Macedonia. The Green Agreement, emigration and brain drain, and youth 

policy were also raised (see event and event).  

One event concluded that Europe must remain a unity of nation states, which are the birthplace 

of democracy and thus, by their very nature, its best defenders (see event). 
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The importance of the Conference on the Future of Europe for Hungary is also demonstrated 

by the participation of elected representatives in several events, who gave presentations and 

participated in debates and round-table discussions on complex issues such as the protection of 

the rights of national minorities (see event) within and beyond borders. 

One of the events also revealed Hungary's interest in appropriate EU responses to fundamental 

internal issues based on strong nation states linked to common values. Moreover, the EU is an 

important and reliable partner for third countries. In fact, this predictability and continuity is 

due to the healthy diversity of the EU and the shared competences between the EU and nation 

states. The internal decision-making process behind the EU's unified approach towards external 

actors and the benefits of unanimous decision-making are seen as essential (see event). 

Among other policies, certain agricultural commitments of the EU were criticised (see event). 

According to these suggestions, these initiatives lack proper consultation and exploratory 

works. 

 

Other Ideas 
 

The role of the family has been underlined at several events as an important issue for society. 

Experts with practical experience of the daily lives of mothers, the elderly and disadvantaged 

people have been involved. On the role of mothers, one event promoted work-life balance in 

the context of existing EU directives aimed at improving the position of women in the labour 

market (see event). On the role of the family, participants at another event raised the growing 

confusion over the concepts of “family” and “marriage” as a problem and argued that the 

EU should respect the rights and competences of Member States on these issues (see 

event).  The fact that the EU can only renew itself through tradition is also a key issue, and it is 

important to raise awareness among the younger generation of the need to help and respect the 

elderly (see event and event). 

An event underlined that the EU should support volunteering and the training of volunteers (see 

event). Events focusing strictly on EU strategies were mainly organised around the issue of 

“federalism vs. nation states” (see event). In addition, constructive criticism has been voiced in 

terms of some EU agricultural policies considering the low levels of land-based support and the 

lack of protection of the interests of family farmers, due to the fact that in some cases there is 

no legal status for this form of farming (see event). 
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